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Abstract with 3 clearly stated objectives in 250 words:  

The purpose of traditional ethics committees is to promote ethical practices in the healthcare setting 

through consultation, education and policy formation. There is a growing need to integrate ethics into 

the practices of the entire institution with a more comprehensive approach. An Integrated Ethics 

program fosters an environment that contributes to ethical practice across multiple domains and is 

recognized as being connected to the day to day business. In order to accomplish these goals, the ethics 

program must be proactive and prepared to address a diverse spectrum of needs. 

The Faculty of the University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center Section of Integrated Ethics in 

Cancer Care would like to share with the ethics community the process in which we are engaged as we 

transition from an ethics committee and consult service to an institution-wide integrated ethics 

program, expanding upon the programs that already existed.  

As M. D. Anderson strives to be the premier cancer center for both patient care and research in the 

world, so it also endeavors to be the premier leader in cancer care ethics and cancer research ethics by 

integrating ethics into the intrinsic knowledge base of daily clinical patient care services, ethics 

consultation, academic research, education, organizational operations, and community outreach 

through focused interdisciplinary study and practice of ethics. We strive to span all components of M.D. 

Anderson Cancer Center, including regional, national, and international affiliations. 
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